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Women in the Church 


Let us look at that which needs to be under- 
stood by Christians in this day. The time is has- 
tening for the personal return of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. And before His return, there needs to 
be a people who will fully accept His Will in all 
things; who will turn away from that which is of 
man and wholeheartedly accept that which the 
Lord is making known through His Word. This 
is a part of the restitution of all things spoken of 
by the Apostle Peter (Acts 3:21). This ‘restitu- 
tion’ is a turning away from that which has been 
appointed and established by man and a return 
to that which has been ordained by God. And 
that which He has ordained for His church is 
not according to arbitrary rules and regulations, 
but it is according to the intrinsic nature of that 
which He has created. It is in harmony with the 
basic nature of all things as they are constituted 
for particular purposes. Therefore, we should 
seek not to go contrary to that which He has 
shown, or grief could be brought upon ourselves, 
and harm to others. 


There is much that needs to be brought to light 
and clarified, for the darkness of the night has been 
long, and except for glimmers here and there 
much darkness still remains. Much depends upon 
the willingness of God’s people to receive that 
which He is making known and to let Him do a 
perfecting work within each one. 


Much confusion has been brought to the Chris- 
tians of today, and it has created much strife. Con- 
sider the word of the Lord through the Apostle 
Paul: 


“For the man 1s not of the woman; but the 
woman of the man. Neither was the man cre- 
ated for the woman; but the woman for the man... 
Nevertheless, neither is the man without the 
woman, neither the woman without the man, in 
the Lord. For as the woman is of the man, even 
so 1s the man also by the woman; but all things 
of God.” 

IT Corinthians 11:8-12 


This means that man is dependent upon the 
woman and cannot function properly without her: 
but it also means that the woman was created to 
work in harmony with the man and to accept her 
subordinate position. That which is to come forth 
in the Lord’s spiritual Body in these Last Days must 
be a product of every member functioning as He 
chooses. Man cannot fulfill every ministry in the 
Body; he is dependent upon the spiritual suste- 
nance and nourishment which the Lord places 
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within the female members of the Body. But 
neither can the woman fulfill her place without 
the man; for she is dependent upon the headship 
of the male. 


Let us consider further the relationship be- 
tween the man and the woman in the spiritual 
Body. It is written that in Christ there is neither 
male nor female (Gal. 3:28). This declares the 
truth that spiritually there would be no reason 
for any difference in men and women as far as 
ministry is concerned. It indicates that in the 
Lord’s sovereignty, He is free to choose whomso- 
ever He wants for any ministry, work or function 
in the Body. But this is not the whole truth. The 
spiritual equality between man and woman does 
not alter that for which they were created; nor 
does it change the intrinsic aptitudes which fit 
them for certain Divinely-ordained roles in the 
home and in the church. Therefore, in His soy- 
ereign judgment, the Lord works in harmony 
with the intrinsic nature of Creation, and the 
basic positions and functions of men and women 
in the plan of life. 


Not only by nature, but by Divine commis- 
sion, man has the greater responsibility in lead- 
ership, and by nature and Divine commission, 
the woman has the greater responsibility in pro- 
viding spiritual support and upholding the hands 
of those commissioned unto leadership. This 
does not mean, however, that man always has the 


more active role. In many instances the actual ‘do- 
ing’ may be more of the woman than of the man; 
for, even in the natural the woman has been or- 
dained to ‘bring forth’, even as man has been or- 
dained to initiate and watch over. 


Likewise, the position of leadership tends to 
be the more vocal, and the one of support the more 
silent. Yet in many situations the more ‘active’ 
voice, but not authoritative, may be that of the 
woman rather than that of the man. Thus in cer- 
tain meetings of the saints, there might be more 
women praying and sharing than men. This would 
depend upon who was present, and also upon the 
particular moving of the Spirit. It would also de- 
pend, in many instances, on who was doing the 
more teaching. For there are not only prophetic 
gifts given unto certain women, and there are not 
only women who have a ministry of vocal prayer, 
but there are teaching ministries given unto women 
of the Lord’s choosing. Teaching is a nourishing 
and sustaining ministry unto the Body. In the natu- 
ral the man comes out of woman and is nourished 
and sustained by her. The Lord works in harmony 
with that which nature teaches, and He may raise 
up various women with teaching ministries. Yet it 
is written that the woman is not allowed to teach 
authoritatively over the man, neither to usurp au- 
thority over the man (I Tim. 2:12). 


Why is this? Headship belongs unto the man; 
woman was made by nature to be in subjection, 


and the Lord does not contradict what He has 
ordained by nature. Therefore, women should 
submit to proper authority in the Body of Christ. 


Since the woman was deceived, and not the 
man (I Tim. 2:14), it indicates that the woman by 
nature tends to be more easily influenced by her 
feelings, and is not endowed with as great a ca- 
pacity for oversight as is the man. Therefore, 
women should be in subjection. But men should 
not think they are to thwart what the Lord has 
placed within the woman to help sustain His Body, 
for she should be allowed to fulfill her ministry. 
Those who teach should do so under the lead- 
ing and unction of the Holy Spirit, and under 
the guidance of those who are in authority. I 
believe the Lord wants us to receive His Word by 
whomsoever He chooses to anoint, and not to 
regard the vessel. For whether the channel be 
male or female He requires us to hear and yield 
in obedience. 


We shouldn’t judge what the Lord is now 
making known unto us according to that which 
has been believed and practiced in the past. 
There are many things which the Lord allowed 
in His mercy because His people were not ready 
for His more perfect way. An example of this is 
found in the beginnings of the restoration un- 
der king Hezekiah. 


“For a multitude of the people, even many 
of Ephraim, and Manasseh, Issachar, and 


Zebulun, had not cleansed theniselves, yet did 
they eat the Passover otherwise that it was wrii- 
ten. But Hezekiah prayed for them, saying, 
‘The good Lord pardon every one that 
prepareth his heart to seek God, the Lord God 
of his fathers, though he be not cleansed ac- 
cording to the purification of the sanctuary’. 
And the Lord hearkened to Hezekiah, and 
healed the people.” 


Hl Chronicles 30:18-20 


Because a ministry has been allowed to carry 
on in a certain way, does not mean it has been 
according to the Lord’s perfect order for His 
church. Ever, as in Hezekiah’s day, the Lord dealt 
with His people according to their understanding 
and according to the sincerity of their hearts in 
seeking Him. But when there is greater under- 
standing, then He requires more of His people. 
He will not overlook willful ignorance or willful 
disobedience. Those who want to be in line for 
His best in this day must conform in spirit and in 
truth to that which He is making known. 


Again, He works in harmony with His intrin- 
sic creative plan. The primary role of the woman 
is to be a wife and mother. For the married 
woman, there is no greater ministry than being 
a good wife and mother. Every other ministry 
given unto the married woman must work in 
harmony with this first and basic responsibility. 
The Lord does not require a woman to neglect 


her family in order to fulfill a ministry. To do so 
would be contrary to His creative design. Al- 
though a married man also has a basic responsi- 
bility to his wife and family, because of the Lord’s 
creative plan which places the responsibility of 
headship, leadership and labor upon the man, 
he is more free to assume Divinely ordained spir- 
itual nunistry. 


The only way certain men or women can feel 
unencumbered and free to serve the Lord in 
total spiritual ministry is to remain unmarried. 
But only those fully convinced of Divine choice 
and provision for such a spiritual walk and min- 
istry should pursue this course. A married wo- 
man should not only be a good wife and mother, 
but also manifest the spirit of submission to her 
Lord by being in subjection to her husband; for 
this is the Divine plan (Eph. 5:22-24). Only in 
situations where a husband’s wishes are in vio- 
lent disregard of the Lord’s will should the wife 
refuse to acknowledge his headship. For the 
inspired Apostle said: 


“Y would have you know, that the head of 
every man ts Christ; and the head of the 
woman is the man; and the head of Christ 1s 
God.” 


I Corinthians 11:3 


Those who refuse to walk in the Divine plan 
cannot receive of the Divine blessings which al- 


ways accompany willing and joyful obedience. 


Submission in the home must also be carried 
over into the church, which is the family of God. 
There are spiritual fathers and mothers in the 
faith. Those who are Divinely commissioned to 
oversee and guide are to be given the respect 
and consideration that is due them. In most situ- 
ations, those who are the spiritual overseers will 
be men who are set apart by the Holy Spirit (Acts 
14:23, 20:17, 28; I Tim. 3:1-7; I Pet. 5:1-5). How- 
ever, there are situations at times in which there 
are no men qualified: in such situations all are to 
be submissive to the spiritual ministry present, 
whether that be resident or sent by the Lord for 
His purposes. 


Thus, women may at times be called upon, 
under the headship of the Lord, to exercise spir- 
itual oversight. If all will be careful to be subject 
to the Lord, and seek always to follow the lead- 
ing of the Spirit, then the Lord as HEAD of His 
Church will make known His will for every situa- 
tion. Seek not to follow a preconceived pattern 
just for the sake of conformity to the letter. Ba- 
sic Scriptural truths must be adhered to, but it is 
the Spirit that quickens, showing the way for all 
to work in harmony in a given situation. Yet the 
Lord cannot exercise sovereignty in every situa- 
tion, directing all by the Spirit, unless every per- 
son is willing to humble himself or herself and 
seek only the Divine will. This is especially true 
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during the present transition period of restcraiion. 


Now, let us consider statements in the epistles 
regarding the woman and her covering. The 
Apostle Paul writes that a woman’s hair is given to 
her for a covering (f Cer. 11:15). He also writes 
that a woman praying or prophesying with her head 
uncovered dishonors her head (f Cor 12:5). A 
woman’s hair was a sign of her subjection unto 
headship, and also a picture of the glory of the 
church: for luxuriant hair is a symbolic picture of 
spiritual strength and abundant biessing. Undue 
abuse of the woman’s hair so as to detract from its 
natural glory and beauty the Apostle Paul declares 
as displeasing in the sight of the Lord. This seems 
to include extreme cutting and extreme styies 
which are designed to appeal to the carnal. There- 
fore, though I do not believe that the Lord makes 
rules as to length or style, 1 do admonish all women 
who love Him, to seek to please Him rather than 
to conform to the carnality of the world. This ad- 
monition also includes all aspects of a woman’s at- 
tire, for she is not to seek to be carnally appealing 
to the world, but to be pleasing to her Lord and 
Savior. 


Although not absolutely necessary, where local 
decorum (such as visiting churches or groups ad- 
hering to a strict dress code, etc.) seems to indi- 
cate, and where offense would be invited by fail- 
ure to conform (such as has been the case of an 
audience with the Pope), women do well to also 
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show submission by wearing a covering over their 
hair, whether hat, veil, or scarf of some kind. 
Such willingness to manifest submission evidences 
that meek and quiet spirit, which is of great price 
in the sight of God (see I Pet. 3:4). 


Again, let us speak concerning women and 
ministries. It has already been shown that there 
are women in the Body of Christ who may have 
teaching ministries. In the manifestation of the 
gifts of the Spirit, there is no distinction between 
male and female, for the Spirit divides to every 
member as he wills (I Cor. 12:11). Women may 
also be used in various ministries of helps (I Cor. 
12:28). There will also be some women in the 
Body of Christ who will be known as ‘prophet- 
esses’. They will not only have the gift of sharing 
the Word of God, but they will have a ministry in 
prophetic insight in making known the mind of 
the Lord and in revealing His purposes for His 
Church. A ‘prophetess’ operates in the same 
realm as a prophet, but without the foundation- 
al Word ministry and spiritual oversight of a 
‘prophet’. (A ‘prophet’ is one who shares the 
Word of God, etc.) 


Some women are also fitted for the ministry 
of evangelism. They may be used either in the 
local church or in missionary endeavors in the 
field. There are many phases of evangelism, and 
especially among women in this type of ministry 
there will be variety and diversity of operation. 
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On occasion, where the situation indicates the 
need, and by the Lord’s directive, women may be 
used in a pastoral-type ministry. But such ministry 
is usually temporary. 


Women are not ordinarily fitted for a ministry 
that involves the exercise of authority and over- 
sight. Neither are women called to exercise apos- 
tolic ministry, for this also involves the function of 
oversight in establishing and setting in order. ‘Goy- 
ernments’ are designed to function in the male 
members of the Body of Christ. In time, and as 
the Spirit directs, men will be set aside in each 
local assembly of Christians to shoulder the respon- 
sibility of overseeing and guiding the functioning 
of the Body. Women who have been called to teach- 
ing, prophetic and evangelistic ministries will work 
in harmony with the men who are called to be ‘el- 
ders’, and should not seek to usurp their Divinely 
given responsibility. 


In the early church, with women being emanci- 
pated from traditional rules of complete subser- 
vience to men and coming into the freedom of 
Christ, there was a tendency among some to carry 
this freedom too far. They wanted to ignore sub- 
mission unto Divinely ordained authority, and their 
freedom began to border on anarchy. Some felt 
they had the right to speak out any time they 
wanted in the meetings of the saints. This, along 
with misuse of the vocal gifts of the Spirit, caused 
confusion and disorder. It was to these problems 


13 


that the Apostle Paul addressed himself in I 
Corinthians 14. His instructions are still appli- 
cable when dealing with such problems. All things 
are to be done decently and in order. Let all be 
subject to one another and to the leading of the 
Spirit. Those who speak should do so in har- 
mony with the order of the meeting as led by 
the Spirit and as directed by the one designated 
to take the oversight. Paul’s admonition for 
those who were speaking out and disrupting the 
meeting to keep silent, was directed to the 
women because they were the offenders. Let 
none seek to make freedom in Christ an occa- 
sion for disregarding the natural and spiritual 
order of things as ordained by God. 


More instruction is given from time to time 
to help deal with specific situations and to help 
bring the entire Body of Christ into the spiritual 
functioning which enables it to go forth in power. 
Let all keep their hearts open in this hour of 
unveiling: for the Lord will bring His people into 
the fullness of His plan. Great indeed are the 
blessings that are ahead for those who will seek 
Him with all of their hearts and open their ears 
to hear His Word. His church will yet function as 
He has ordained, according to the effectual work- 
ing of each part, causing the whole Body to grow 
into the measure of the stature of the fullness of 
Christ, as the whole is built unto the edifying of 
itself in love (see Eph. 4:11-16). 
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